
School

Free workshops at King’s Museum
and the Special Collections Centre
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CONTACT US
King’s Museum, 
University of Aberdeen, 
17 High Street, 
Old Aberdeen, AB24 3EE
T: (01224) 274330 E: kingsmuseum@abdn.ac.uk
Website: www.abdn.ac.uk/kingsmuseum 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Kings-Museum/139642292752093
Open: Mon-Fri 10am-4pm, late opening Tuesday
to 7.30pm, Saturday 11am-4pm

Special Collections Centre
The Sir Duncan Rice Library, 
University of Aberdeen, 
Bedford Road, Aberdeen, AB24 3AA
T: (01224) 273048 E: scc.learning@abdn.ac.uk
Website: www.abdn.ac.uk/library/about/
special/learning-and-outreach
Blog: specialcollectionslearning.wordpress.com/
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm plus weekend events:
see website for details 

The University of Aberdeen’s Library,
Special Collections and Museums invites
you and your class to explore our wonderfully
rich collections from around the world. Discover
enchanting tales and intriguing facts. Handle
rare artefacts and delve into documents, some of
which are thousands of years old. Our exciting
workshops are activity packed, hands-on and
designed to compliment your class topics. Bring
learning to life at the University of Aberdeen’s
Special Collections Centre and King’s Museum. 

All workshops are free and support the
Curriculum for Excellence.

King’s Museum

The University’s King’s Museum lies at the
heart of the Old Aberdeen campus. King’s
Museum has exhibitions changing every few
months, displaying material from the University
of Aberdeen’s internationally important
museum collections. The collections range
from contemporary art, social history and
ethnography to archaeology, scientific
instruments and natural history. Alongside
these changing displays is the 100 Curiosities
exhibition.

Special Collections Centre

The Special Collections Centre is home to the
University’s historic collections of books,
manuscripts, archives and photographs.
Housed in climatically controlled facilities,
the collections comprise over 200,000 rare
printed books – including more than 4,000
16th century items – as well as 4,000
irreplaceable archival collections, with
material dating as far back as the 3rd
century BC. The collections cover all aspects
of the history and culture of the University,
the City of Aberdeen, the region and the
relationship they enjoy with the wider
world. 

ABOUT US
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EXPERIENCE DAYS

Passport to the World (Available January 2013)

Primary 3-7 FREE
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday
10am/12.30pm 
(1 hour 45 minutes)

Special Collections: Passport 
to the World
Join us at the Special Collections Centre
(SCC) and King’s Museum on a journey to
faraway lands. Begin your day at the SCC
to prepare for your travels back in time
and across cultures. Learn the skills to
record your experiences from the diaries
and journals of Scottish travellers and
explorers of the past. Make your own travel journal
and navigate your way across to King’s Museum.

King’s Museum: Passport to the World
Explore some of the wonderful things brought back
to Aberdeen by travellers over the centuries. Use
the skills that you learn in the morning session to
record your findings at the museum. Don’t forget
to get your passport stamped! These sessions will
contribute towards developing pupils’ knowledge
and understanding of the world and Scotland's
relationship with it.

The Ancient Egypt
Experience
Primary 3-7 FREE 
Thursdays 10am/12.30pm (1 hour 45 minutes)

King’s Museum: Death on the Nile
What do real Egyptian scarab beetles look like
up close? How many shabti statues would a
Queen have in her tomb? How easy is it to
wrap a body in linen strips? Find out answers
to these questions and more at King’s
Museum. 

Special Collections Centre: Discovering
Ancient Egypt
Put yourself in the shoes of a Victorian
Egyptologist discovering the wonders of
Ancient Egypt. How are you going to show the
marvellous engravings and paintings on a
sarcophagus? Remember there were no
digital cameras in those days! Also available
on Tuesday/Wednesday and Friday if you are
not doing this workshop as part of the
Experience Day package. 
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EXPERIENCE DAYS
Take advantage of our Experience Days to combine
a workshop at King’s Museum and a workshop at
the Special Collections Centre. The Experience Days
are designed to help you and your pupils get the
most out of your visit. The workshops complement
each other to enrich and deepen children’s
learning. 

All workshops can run independently of each other.
Please see the following King’s Museum and
Special Collections Centre pages for further details
about the workshops listed on these pages. 
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Objects on their own do not tell the whole story.
Archives such as pictures, photographs, letters and
notebooks give us a direct link with people’s
individual lives and stories and help us understand
the bigger picture. Select one of the following
workshops to compliment A Cabinet of Curiosities.

Special Collections Centre
Exhibit: Creating your own photo display
Bring your class to the University Library to discover
what goes on ‘behind the scenes’ of a photography
exhibition. Pupils will learn from SCC staff with
expertise in exhibitions and display, and will have
the chance to curate their own mini-exhibition of
photographs, developing skills that can be applied
to ‘class exhibitions’ and other investigative
projects back at school.

Exhibit: Archives 
Archives can bring people and events of a time
period vividly to life. Your class will learn what an
archive collection is and how to select key items to
tell a specific story. They will take away the skills to
display, catalogue and preserve their own class
archive. 

Exhibit: Conservation and
Bookbinding
Discover the practical side of preparing
rare books and archives for display. Visit
the state-of-the-art Glucksman
Conservation Centre to see the Special
Collections conservators at work. Learn
book binding skills which can be used back
at school to create books and albums for
exhibition. 

Booking Information
Book via King’s Museum, please state you
are booking an Experience Day. If wish to
book a King’s Museum or Special Collections
workshop individually and not as part of the
joint Experience Day please contact respective
providers. Please note that workshop spaces
book up very quickly. We advise schools to
book early to avoid disappointment. 

E: kingsmuseum@abdn.ac.uk
T: (01224) 274330
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EXPERIENCE DAYS

Creative Curators: Create your own Classroom Exhibition 

Creative Curators Experience Days (Available from November 2012) 

A classroom exhibition is a fantastic way to bring any
school topic to life and to focus pupils’ learning. You
can create a class exhibition as part of any school topic.
The experience of creating an exhibition enables pupils
to demonstrate and to share their learning with others,
while fully engaging in an enterprising whole class
project. The project runs alongside your class topic, is
pupil led and entirely interdisciplinary in its approach to
creative learning. 

A resource pack is available to provide you with the
tools that you need to create an exciting and interactive
class display. The pack is divided into sessions marking
the stages of the process, complete with teacher’s
notes, activities and resources. Teachers are advised to
complete Sessions 1 and 2 before attending the
workshops. Workshops offered by King’s Museum and
the Special Collections Centre provide your class with
the unique opportunity to learn with the experts and
examine real gallery displays.

Primary 2-7 FREE
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday
10am/12.30pm
(1 hour 45 minutes)

King’s Museum
A Cabinet of Curiosities: create an
exhibition in your classroom
This workshop will encourage pupils to actively
consider the ways in which messages and
meanings are conveyed through displays of objects.
Following a series of hands on activities using real
museum objects, pupils will complete an activity
book by examining the exhibits in King’s Museum.
The session concludes with a discussion focusing
on what pupils need to consider when organising
their own class display.  
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The Way it Was: The Victorians 
Primary 2-7 FREE
How have schools, the way we wash our clothes
and even the toys that children play with changed
over time?  Discover answers to these questions
and more at King’s Museum. Inspired by our
intriguing phenakistoscope wheels dating from
1850, pupils will each make their own
thaumatrope to take back to school.
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday 10am/12.30pm 
(1 hour 45 minutes)

Death on the
Nile: Ancient
Egypt 
Primary 2-7
FREE 
Bring your class
to King’s
Museum to
discover the
secrets of

Ancient Egyptian
burial practice.

Pupils will examine
the magical burial

objects of the dead,
compete to become known as

great Egyptologists and even take
part in a real mummification. (Please see

Experience Days on page 4)
Thursdays 10am/12.30pm (1hour 45 minutes)

Booking information
All of our workshops support the Curriculum
for Excellence. Contact us for a detailed
breakdown of Experiences and Outcomes
covered by the workshops. Teacher’s packs 
are available
E: kingsmuseum@abdn.ac.uk
T: (01224) 274330 

Passport to the World 
(Available from January 2013)
Primary 3-7 FREE
Pupils will have the opportunity to explore unusual
and beautiful objects from around the world in this
hands-on session. With links to Global Citizenship,
Social Studies and Health and Wellbeing, this
session is ideal for classes exploring how other
people live.

Connections can be made to life in Scotland and
the important stages of children’s own lives. This
session is also relevant to studies of travel,
exploration and discovery. (Please see Experience
Days on page 5)
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday 10am/12.30pm 
(1 hour 45 minutes)

Revealing the North: Picts and Vikings 
Primary 2-7 FREE
Pupils will have the opportunity to discover some
of the wonderful objects left behind by the Picts
and Vikings. The class will examine an
enchanting symbol stone, handle objects that are
over 1000 years old and help museum staff to
find out where the Picts have hidden their
treasure from Bork the Viking. 
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday 10am/12.30pm
(1 hour 45 minutes)

Touching the Past: The Romans 
Primary 2-7 FREE
What did the Romans use instead of toilet
paper? How big were the iron nails used to
hold the fort walls together? What does
Emperor Nero look like on a shiny gold coin?
Find out all of this and lots more when you
bring your class to King’s Museum. The
Gladiators, the Emperors, the Gods and
Goddess and the Centurions will compete for
points and ultimate glory at four hands on
activity stations.
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday 10am/12.30pm
(1 hour 45 minutes)
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KING’S MUSEUM WORKSHOPS
Food Stories 
(Available October 2012 – January 2013) 
Primary 4-7 FREE
Food Stories is an interactive exhibition exploring
what we eat and why. Objects from the University
Museums tell fascinating stories from across the world
about the social, cultural and environmental issues
that shape our food choices. Combine science and
history in this unique workshop brought to you by
King’s Museum and Rowett Institute of Nutrition and
Health. Pupils will have the opportunity to compare
their own food stories with those of people in the
past. They will then explore ideas about food for the
future in the interactive Healthy People, Healthy Planet
activities.
Tuesday 10am/12.30pm (1 hour 45 minutes) 

A Cabinet of Curiosities: create an exhibition in
your classroom 
(Available from November 2012) 
Primary 2-7 FREE
This workshop is part of a comprehensive resource
pack for teachers. Teachers will be supplied with a
resource pack when booking the workshop.  The
workshop will help pupils to understand the processes
behind displaying their class objects. (Please see
Experience Days on page 6)
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday 10am/12.30pm 
(1 hour 45 minutes) 

A New World for Scots: Scots and Emigration
(Available from January 2013) 
Primary 4-7 FREE  
Pupils will examine real objects to discover what they
can reveal about why people left Scotland and what
life was like for them in the New World. 
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday 10am/12.30pm 
(1 hour 45 minutes)
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Medieval Medicine
Primary 4-7 FREE
Come along to the University Library to discover the
world of medieval plant medicine. Rare books of
the period illustrate what life was really like in
medieval hospitals and doctors’ surgeries, and
pupils will learn how medieval people tried to cure
diseases and injuries using natural ingredients.
Pupils will be able to reflect on the differences
between then and now.

Suitable for classes studying Knights and Castles as
well as Health and Wellbeing topics.
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday
10am/12.30pm (1 hour 45 minutes)

Exhibit workshops
Primary 4-7 FREE
A range of workshops designed to build your
pupils’ skills in curating a class exhibition. See
Creative Curators Experience Day (page 6) for
details. All workshops are available individually. 

Exhibit: Creating your own photo display
Exhibit: Archive  (Available from November) 
Exhibit: Conservation and Bookbinding
(Available from November)
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday
10am/12.30pm (1 hour 45 minutes)

Booking information
All of our workshops support the Curriculum for
Excellence. Contact the Learning and Outreach
team for a detailed breakdown of Experiences and
Outcomes covered by the workshops.
E: scc.learning@abdn.ac.uk
T: (01224) 273047 or (01224) 273048
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This Book Belongs To . . .
Primary 4-7 FREE
What’s so special about the special collections? Bring
your class to the University Library and see some of
the wonderful rare books held in the Special
Collections Centre. 

Pupils will be introduced to the stunning University
Library and will have the chance to see some
examples of rare books from the Special Collections.
They will discover how and why we catalogue books,
how we look after them in our special conservation
studio, and lastly will design and make their very own
bookplate using some of the wonderful bookplates in
the collections as inspiration.
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday
10am/12.30pm (1 hour 45 minutes)

Discovering Ancient Egypt
Primary 3-7 FREE
Find out how the Victorians discovered Ancient Egypt
at the Special Collections Centre.  From observational
drawings of Egyptian grave markers to 3-D imprints of
actual Ancient Egyptian monuments, your class will
work with the original findings of 19th-century
archaeologists. They will use translations of real
hieroglyphic inscriptions to create their own gory
Egyptian medicines and then use drama to advertise
them to their classmates. (Please see Experience Days
on page 4).
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday
10am/12.30pm (1 hour 45 minutes)

Jacobites: The Rout of Moy
Primary 4-7 FREE
Bring your class to the Special
Collections Centre for an action-
packed storytelling and drama
workshop based on the remarkable
story of the outwitting of the
Hanoverian Army by a handful of Jacobite supporters.
Using original material from the rare books and
archive collections your pupils will work with Learning
and Outreach Officers to recreate the Rout of Moy.
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday
10am/12.30pm (1 hour 45 minutes)

Paper Zoo
Primary 4-7 FREE
A natural history
and creative
writing
workshop.
Your class will
have a chance
to experience
the stunning
Aberdeen Bestiary,
a medieval
encyclopaedia of animals
from the Special Collections that bridges the
realms of natural history and fantasy. Pupils will
learn about the medieval monks who wrote the
bestiary and the processes involved in making
the manuscript before creating their own
encyclopaedia entries for fantastical creatures of
their imaginations. Incorporating art, creative
writing and drama games, the workshop will
engage pupils with historical material in an
exciting and imaginative way.
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday
10am/12.30pm (1 hour 45 minutes)

Paper Zoo Experience Day
Combine this workshop with a self-led visit to
the Natural History Centre to discover the fact
behind the fiction in the Bestiary. For details
contact the Learning and Outreach team.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS CENTRE  WORKSHOPS



QUOTES FROM TEACHERS

Special Collections Centre

“An excellent learning opportunity. Good pace, varied activities and good delivery. Will hopefully
inspire pupils to respect books.” 
P5/6 teacher

“An excellent workshop – active and interesting and a range of super activities.”
P5 teacher

“Very worthwhile trip.  Really organised leaders who made us most welcome. Thanks.” 
P4 teacher

“Enjoyed the visit. Children were interested in seeing the archives – an opportunity to see
something which they wouldn’t normally see!” 
P6/7 teacher

King’s Museum 

“A huge thank you for a most fantastic workshop. Everything was so well organised and very
slick. The children became engaged with the activities and thoroughly enjoyed them all, most
impressed with this. Will recommend others to visit. Thank you so much for a fantastic
learning experience.” 
P4 teacher

“A fantastic opportunity to handle real Victorian artefacts, which we don't have in school.” 
P6 teacher

“I really enjoyed the session and the children were actively part of it which was fab.” 
P3/4 teacher

“The session was excellent. The children were able to share previous knowledge and also
learned many new facts in an enjoyable way. I would recommend this as a trip to other
schools.” 
P2/3 teacher 


