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1. Introduction  

This pack is designed to support classroom teaching on the topics of 
Victorians, whaling and world cultures (Inuit). 

It is based on the journals, scrapbook and photographs of David (Davie) 
Cardno, a 19P

th
P century whaler from Peterhead. The items were donated 

by Davie’s family and are now held in the Special Collections Centre at 
the University of Aberdeen. 

The Special Collections Centre offers a primary school workshop on the 
David Cardno collection in which pupils can see the original material and 
interpret them through drama and art activities. This pack is an 
extension of the workshop but can also be used on its own. 

The pack brings together some of the most vivid and informative 
material from Davie’s collection. Suggested activities are included but 
are not prescriptive. The material can be used flexibly to explore a wide 
variety of curriculum areas. Please feel free to use the pack creatively to 
support your classroom teaching. 

The pack is suitable for P4-7. 

 

Transcriptions 
The original archive material has been transcribed with a light editorial 
touch to make it more accessible for a young audience. Vernacular 
speech has been retained. Some (but not all) grammatical and spelling 
errors have been corrected.     

Copyright  
Please note the copyright to all images in this pack is held by the 
University of Aberdeen. 

Acknowledgments  
Special thanks to the following partners for their involvement in the 
various projects that provided the basis for this pack:  Kittybrewster 
Primary School P7 class and teacher Gillian Forbes; artist Tracey Smith; 
and University of Aberdeen Museums Service. 
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2. David Cardno Fact sheet 

Full name: David Hawthorn Cardno 

Born: 1853 in 24 Castle Street, Keith 
Insch, Peterhead 

Died: 1938 in Aberdeen  

First stowaway attempt:  
1864 at the age of eleven.  

Successful stowaway attempt:  
1866 at the age of thirteen.  

Returned from the Arctic to Scotland 
for the last time: 1917 

Occupation: Whaler  

Jobs held while in the Arctic include: harpooner and whaling station 
manager.  

Places visited by Davie include: Greenland, Iceland and Kekerten 
whaling station, Cumberland Sound, Baffin Island.  

Whaling ships he sailed on include: the Lord Saltoun (Captains 
Murray and Adams), the Esquimau (Captain Yule), Jan Mayen, Active 
(Captain Salmon), Star (Captain Salmon), Polar Star (Captain Salmond), 
and Windward (Captains Murray and David Gray).  

Memoirs finished: 1930   

Archives at Special Collections Centre: Seven volumes of memoirs, 
one volume about Inuit life and another volume with pasted-in 
photographs and newspaper cuttings describing David Cardno's arctic 
experiences. 
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3. Stowaway story 
When I was a boy at School it was a great pleasure to me as soon as I heard when 
the whalers was to begin to fit out for another voyage to the Artic. I was down on the 
river watching the men at work as I meant to be one of them as soon as I was old 
enough to be taken on…. 

First attempt 
There was nothing happened until the whalers started to fit out for another voyage to 
the Artic. I am afraid I did not play the game very fair at that time. Instead of going to 
school I played truant and walked round the harbour, having a look at the different 
ships and all the men so busy. I just could not go to school. I kept this up for three 
days but on the fourth day when I went home to dinner my mother said, “You have 
not been at school for the past three days.” I never got a chance to say yes or no. 
when she said, “You have been down at the harbour amongst the Greenland ships 
again but I will lock you up in a room till they all go away.” I got afraid she would do 
it. I said, “I won’t do that again. I’ll go right back to school when I get my dinner.” So I 
got my dinner and off I went to school. … So everything went on all right until the 
sailing day of the ships. I may mention here that it was the custom in those days to 
send to Aberdeen for a tug boat to tow the ships out of the harbour one at a time. It 
was also a custom for the schools to get the play till they were all gone. As it took at 
least two days to get them all away we was very jolliboys. I got to learn that the Polar 
Star was to be the third ship to go. I wandered down towards her. Of course there 
was no restriction going onboard as each man has a sea chest and bag or two it 
takes some time to get all onboard and stowed away … 
So I walked right up the pier and had a look round. There was a good bit of stir about 
the decks as the crew were busy getting the cable onboard that the ship was moored 
with. So I went onboard, towards the forehatch where the men’s quarters was and 
had a look down. I seen no one. I stepped on to the ladder and got down. The cook 
was busy with his fire.  
 
He looked round at me, “What are you doing here?”  
I said I wanted to see my uncle as he was going in this ship.  
The cook said, “Sit for a minute or two he will soon be here now as we are the third 
ship to go we will soon be away.” 
 
I looked into the men’s quarters and seen no one about. 
 
Just as I was thinking what to do a young voice cried down, “Are ye there father?” 
The cook said, “Yes.” 
“My mother wants you with a parcel to you.” 
  
So the cook went ondeck and I went and had a look for a place to hide. I seen a bed 
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full of sailors’ bags. I got into it shifting all the bags to the front and nestled down at 
the back. I had just got down and feeled very comfortable when I heard some one 
say, “Here you are Gem put your bags in beside these.” He put in his bags and gave 
them a good push and shut the bed doors. Now I thought I was all right.  

Then I heard the tug coming to get our rope. So the rope was on the tug now and the 
shouting and stamping of feet was something terrible. We was soon outside the 
harbour and I heard the crew cheering the people on the pier. I heard the crew 
cheering the tug and then the noise began proper, the setting of the sails, but the cry 
got up have a look for stowaways before the pilot boat leaves the ship. One man 
came down below.  
 
“Have you got a lamp Cook as I want to see if there is any of them young stowed 
away in here?”  
 
He looked all round but seen none he went up and reported. So the pilot boat left. I 
heard them cheer again and I wondered what they were cheering this time ‘til I heard 
someone say, “That’s the pilot boat away.”  

On this occasion we arrived in Lerwick about four o’clock in the afternoon and came 
to anchor abreast of the town. I well may tell you now that I fell asleep when I was 
lying amongst the bags in the bed.  

I saw the only man I know personally onboard so I got squeezed out amongst the 
bags and I said, “Give me a biscuit Peter.” 
 
When he turned round and seen me, “My god is that you Davie?” he said, “Come 
away and get some tea.” So I got a good feed and he said, “I will tell the captain 
about you when he gets up in the morning.” 
 
I was taken aft to the skipper but he would have nothing to do with me. He asked 
who I was and the mate told him my name and age. “He will have to go back home.” 
That was on Friday. I was landed and sent to Aberdeen with one of the north of 
Scotland boats. We was landed in Aberdeen on Monday morning so I had to travel to 
Peterhead. We was a sorrowful lot when we was passing through Ellon. There was 
eighteen of us left Aberdeen together and it was four o’clock next morning when my 
chum and me arrived at our mothers’ door. We lived next door to one another and 
we was tired and feard to waken them up so we sat on the step of the door speaking 
to one another.  

Captain Lumsden’s wife put her head out of the window and asked who we was. We 
did not speak. She sent her son down to see who it was. He told her it was us two. 
She awoke my mother and told her that Watt and I were sitting on the doorstep. So 
she called me up and I had to crawl up the stairs. I was put to bed and lay in bed all 
day and next night before I got up. I was soon all right again and of course our 
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mothers gave us some strait talk but I said no not again but the same time I was 
thinking about the next year. 

Second attempt 
So I went back to School and nothing happened until we got our holidays from 
school.  I got a job to be a cooper with a Mr Warrender.  I liked the work fine and 
carried on all the herring fishing and he wanted me to serve my time. I was to get 
three shillings the first year and a shilling of a rise every year till the five years was 
up. I told him I would not bind myself so that ended it. I went back to school and 
carried on all the winter up till February month when the whalers was fitting out. I got 
very restless but I kept going to school in case my mother would lock me up. On the 
Sunday before the whalers sailed they all had their flags flying and all their figure 
heads nicely decorated with all colours of fancy ribbons and we was all down seeing 
them. In fact nearly all the people in the town had a look at them and then on Sunday 
night everybody flocked to the muckle Kirk [Established Church] to hear the sailors’ 
sermon as it was called then.  On the following Tuesday we got the play from school 
to see the Greenland fleet leaving port. I chose the Elena for this try and I got 
onboard all right and got stowed away in the tweendecks . I would have been all right 
but there was a boy the name of Gregory stowed away and he looked and seen me 
going into my hole. He looked up too soon after the pilot boat left and the result was 
that one of the crew seen and pulled him out. So he was taken on deck and the ship 
hauled to and the ensign dipped for the pilot boat to come back. He told about me 
and pointed out where I was so I was lugged ondeck and landed in the pilot boat 
now two times failed. So I was at school again as if nothing had happened, in fact 
very few knew about my failure. 

Farmer’s boy 
One day I came home from school my mother asked me if I would like to be a 
farmer’s boy. I said, “No I don’t think I would like it at all but I will give it a trial.” So I 
was sent up to Longside on the Saturday. When I arrived at the station I stood 
looking about me for a few minutes. 
 
A young boy said to me, “Ist you that coming to Logan’s farm?” 
I said, “Yes.”  
He says, “Come with me as am going that way I will show the farm.”  
 
I had two miles and a half to travel to my destination. I was made very comfortable 
on my arrival and everything went all right until Saturday and I got a package to carry 
down to a Mr Collins. He said, “You will know the farm as you past it on your way 
up.” I got to the farm and delivered my package and they gave me dinner and the 
Mrs came out to the road with me. So I went away she said, “You’re going the wrong 
way.” 
“I have another message.” I never stopped till I was back in Peterhed.  
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Third attempt 
I went back to school till June as the Lord Saltoun was sailing on the 14th I was to 
have another try in her as they left my father in charge of Kakarton station last year. 
My father, Peter Taylor and George Norrie was left the previous year at the Station 
so it was the custom to send out a box the following Spring so I got the job to take 
them to the Ship and hand them over to the steward. I done that and I also assisted 
the steward to put them in to the store room so that was all right. Next morning I 
went away to school but instead of going to School I went down on board an old 
dredger and put my book in one of the swabbing buckets and came ashore and went 
right down the pier and stood looking on board the brig and I seen no one about so I 
thought this is my chance. I went on board and had a look round the deck then I 
went forward and looked down the fore hatch, still no one about. I knew the boy’s 
name that was on the ship I called in a not too loud voice, “Are you there Wallace?” 
No answer. As the tween deck was stowed full up from side to side there was just 
crawling room between the deck and the casks. I crawled over the casks aft and I 
came to the crow’s nest and there was two bales of oakum inside the nest and the 
bottom door was open so I pulled the oakum out and crawled into the nest and shut 
the door up and pulled the oakum after me. I was very cramped but still I did not 
care. As there was only an inch in half board between me and the half deck where all 
the petty officers had their quarters I could hear everything that was said in the half 
deck. I could hear the men getting their sea chests and bags and bedding on board. 
There was plenty of bustle and noise now so I just lay there waiting patiently to hear 
when they were to take in the moorings. Well time passed on and I heard them 
taking in the moorings. It was high water at twelve thirty pm. So as we had no tug to 
tow us out they waited till high water and set our sails and sailed out. I heard the 
crew cheering the people on the shore. I also heard the people on shore respond.  

We went on for a short distance and lay to as long as look for stowaways. I heard the 
stedman come down and crawled a few feet from me. I heard him say,  

“I am not troubling about stowaways. Its leaving my bonnie Maggie that’s what I am 
thinking about.” 
Then I heard the 2nd mate sing out “Are you there Keith?”  
“Yes sir.” 
“Have you found any stowaways?” 
“No Sir, there is no one here.”  
“That’s all right.” 
 
So he went on deck and reported there was none. I heard then what I longed for, 
cheering the pilot boat. Now I said to myself “I am alright now.” as we had no other 
port to call at between home and Baffins land. The ship was kept away before the 
wind and all sails set. The ship began to roll a little and that made it awkward for me 
the way I was lying. So I shoved the oakum out and stretched myself out at full 
length.  
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When I heard the mate shout, “All hands on deck and get the watches set.” all hands 
came on deck and were divvied into captain’s watch and mate’s watch. Mate took 
the first watch on deck and kept on deck till four p.m. Captain’s watch came on deck 
kept till six p.m. the mate watch came and at six and kept till eight. From four to eight 
in the afternoon is called the two dogs watches. By having the dog watches that 
alters the watches every twenty four hours. So that goes on till we get to port. Well I 
was lying very comfortable now when I hear one of the crew say, “If this wind stands 
we will get through the Pentland Firth tomorrow.” I also heard the watch come below 
at four and I saw every man going to the galley with his kettle in his hand putting the 
boiling water on top of his tea and put his kettle on the side to let her draw. I could 
see everything all right but they could not see me as it was quite dark where I was. I 
waited a bit till I seen them all seated taking there tea. I crawled out and got close to 
one of the crew. He turned round and saw me.  

He said to another one of the crew, “Jack look here.” and he pointed to me. 
Jack said, “Hullo my boy, where have you come from?” I was afraid to say anything.  
He said “Sit there as I get my tea and I will take you aft to the captain.” It was soon 
over all the ship there was a stowaway on board.   

The cook came into the men’s quarters and said, “Where is the boy?” So he came 
and had a look at me he said, “He is a clean lad.” He took me by the hand and said, 
“Don’t be afraid, these men won’t touch you.” At six o’clock the captain came on 
deck. Jack took hold off me and went right aft to the captain.  
He looked me up and down and then he said, “What are you doing here?”  
I said “I want to be a sailor.” 
“Oh that it is it. Well you won’t be a sailor on this ship for I will land you tomorrow on 
the Orkney Islands.” 
My heart jumped down to zero when I heard him say that. Then he said, “How old 
are you?” 
I said, “Thirteen on April last.” 
Then he said “What’s your name?”  
I said, “David Cardno” 
He said, “Are you any friend to our old 2nd mate we left out there last year?” 
I said he was my father.  
“Oh,” he said, “Well go away below and get a good feed and you will see your father 
before your mother will.” 

So when I went down below the cook came and took hold of me and gave me a 
good feed and told me that I was to sleep with him and be his messmate I found a 
friend all at once.
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4. A whaler’s tale game 
 
This is an adaptation of the “Port and Starboard” game, designed to get 
children thinking about Davie and his shipmates’ surroundings when 
whaling in the Arctic.  

1. Name each side of the room as a compass direction: North, South, 
East and West.  
 

2. Practice the following commands and actions:  

Command Action  
Captain’s coming “Aye Aye captain” with salute 
Whale sighted Row quickly with oars 
Sketch the scene Scribble in a notebook  
Huskie Ride Crack whip and woosh across the ice 
Temperature drops Shiver 
Polar Bear!!!! Back away slowly and silently 

 
 

3. Shout commands and directions while class move around the 
room and carry out the actions.  
 

4. [Optional] If you want to make it a knock out game, then the last 
sailor to reach the side of the room called out, eg. North has to sit 
out.  
 

5. [Optional] Pupils could think about other activities that might 
happen on board a whaling ship and add their own commands and 
actions.  
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5. Arctic language word search 

Davie noted down the Inuit words that he heard while working at the 
Kekerten whaling station, Baffin Island, and translated them into English. 
Use his notes to translate the Inuit and English words and then find them 
in the grid below. The words can do down, across, diagonally or even 
backwards! 

 Find the Inuit word for:  
 
A man - ANGOOT 
 
Land -  
 
A woman -  
 
Eskimo Family -  
 
One who works -  
 
A conjurer - 

Find the English word for:  
 
INNUK - Eskimo 
 
APUT -  
 
VIK -  
 
KINGMUK -  
 
NETSUK -  
 
AGAKKA –  

 

G A K E M I T I J A 
N R D H V N U C F N 
Q O W O D N C A G G 
S O O I G U A S D O 
E H N N M K N E N O 
N X A Z A U G A A T 
N A T B L T A L H E 
A R N G N A K F E D 
Y K S B S N O W H Y 
O M I K S E K E T J 
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Davie’s Inuit language notes  
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Arctic language word search - answers 

 

Find the Inuit word for:  
 
A man - UANGOOT 
 
Land - NOONAT 
 
A woman - ARNGNAK 
 
Eskimo Family - INNUKUT 
 
One who works - SENNAYO 
 
A conjurer - ANGAK 

Find the English word for: 
  
INNUK - UEskimo 
 
APUT - snow 
 
VIK - time  
 
KINGMUK - a dog 
 
NETSUK - a seal 
 
AGAKKA - the hand 
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6. Inuit gods 

The Inuit people (or Eskimo as Davie calls them) believe in a number of 
different gods and goddesses who are thought to hold powers over 
different parts of the Inuit world.  

Davie learned about these deities while living at the Kekerten whaling 
station and wrote down descriptions of the gods and goddesses in his 
notebook. The descriptions below are a transcription from Davie’s 
notebook: 

 

SEDNA. Goddess of sea animals but not itself 

OOLUKSAK. God of the lakes. He lives by the side of the lakes and it is 
by his instrumentality that the conjurers get their light when performing 
their rites.  

TEKKITSERKTOK. God of the land. He owns all deer. This god is 
greater in power then all of the other gods: Offerings are make to this 
god by hunters before going inland for the annual deer hunt.  

KINOOATSEAK. This god lives in the sea and is like a dog in 
appearance, legs very thin like a dogs. Is not able to come to the 
surface.  

SINNILKTAK. Lives on the land. One side of this god is like a woman, 
one side like a dog. It is a benevolent spirit, gives seals to the conjurer 
and cures the sick but is very much afraid of Eskimoes and dogs.  

KEEKUT. Lives on land is like a dog without hair. Is an evil spirit and 
does of various kinds.  
 
SEGOOK. This spirit has a head like a crow and a body like a human 
being and is black and has wings. It does good and brings meat to the 
Eskimoes in its beak. It eats the eyes of deer and seals.  

TEKKONATELIK. A spirit living on land with a body like a fox, fiery eyes, 
red hair. Benevolent in dispostion.  
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EEYEEKADLUK. Lives on land. In appearance like a short man with 
fairly large eyes, black face, very short legs, eyes frightfull to look upon. 
Lives in a stone igloo. Good spirit tries to cure the sick.  

MUMMERREAK. Lives on land. Like a Eskimo malegender but has his 
hair dressed like a woman and his skin clothes has no hair upon them. 
Good spirit is helpful by heaving rocks at the deer and killing them. The 
deer are then found by the Eskimos.  

ANGOOTELOOKTOOK. Lives on land. Like in a main in apprearance 
his thighs are crippled and he wobbles whilst walking. Benevolent spirit 
keeps close to the conjurers and pays heed to his incantations.  

NOOESARNAK. Lives on land. In appearance like a woman with this 
legs. Is clothed like a woman in deerskins, has a deerskin mask. 
Benevolent spirit: always wishes to give deerskins to the people.  

TOODLANAK. Lives on land, likes a woman in appearance. Is a great 
walker and walks about with bedding and tent on his back as the people 
do when journey inland. She has no husband. Has a pleasant face and 
wears long boats. She is a good spirit and gives to the Eskimo i.e. drives 
them within their beach.  

AIPALOOKVIK. This spirit is malevolent and lives on the sea bottom, 
has a large head and face. Human in appearance but ugly like a cod. Is 
a destroyer by desire and tries to bite and eat the canoe men.  

AKKTONAKJUVOONGA OR AKKTONAKJUAK. Lives under the sea. 
Are very thin in appearance and like Eskimo. They congregate and cry 
to each other SHEVARKTONAKJOOVOOGA the others replying 
SHEVARKTONAKJOOVTIK. I am a rope. Reply throw out a rope.  

OJGUNAK. Lives on land. Like a Eskimo in appearance. One side 
black, one side white. Has European clothes. Face covered with hair. 
Thin legs, arms and body. Good spirit tries to cure sick.  

KOOPVILLOORKJU. Lives on land. Like a small Eskimo man. Has 
orange coloured hair and oranage coloured clothe. Good spirit said to 
give food and heal the sick.  
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OOLEOOYENUK. Lives by the side of the sea. Like a man in 
appearance, his clothes made with lapels and scallops. Easts sea weed. 
Good spirit. 

AULANERK. Lives in the sea. Like a stout man. Is naked, writhes about 
and makes waves. Is a source of joy to the Eskimo.  

NAPUT. Lives on land. Like a Eskimo: is very thin, cannot walk but 
jumps about and stands upright. He is never angry and classed as a 
good spirit.  
 
There is other 31 of them but I think I have gave you a good sample but 
if you would like them all I can get them all right. 

 

Extract from Davie’s notebook on Inuit life, MS 3090/8      
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7. A conjuror’s mask 

“At the end of the arctic summer, before the young ice begins to form 
again along the shore, there comes a spell of tempestuous weather, with 
frequent storms and high rough tides. Food grows more and more 
scarce so sealing increases in risk and difficulty. Those intrepid hunters 
who do venture out return empty-handed day after day, and it grows 
high time for something to be done. The goddess Sedna is supposed to 
be causing these storms and all this dirty weather at sea, to prevent her 
animals from being killed. And so a conjuration has to be performed to 
liberate the seals. 

This is the occasion of the most elaborate festival in the Eskimo 
calendar. It begins by the conjurors in full dress calling the people 
altogether to disperse them for a short space from their marriage ties.  
Each witch doctor is masked, and clad in woman’s clothing. The idea of 
his amazing get-up, apart from the usual intention to awe the people by 
grotesqueness or hideousness, is to disguise the face and body, to 
efface as it were the well-known individual, to make the people lose sight 
of the conjuror in the representations of a great power at work among 
them. His dress is partly that of a man and partly that of a woman, and 
he carries the usual implements used by both sexes. This is to bring the 
needs of either before the great power and to intercede for their 
respective needs.” 

 

Extract from Davie’s notebook on Inuit life, MS 3090/8      
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Conjuror’s mask activity 

This is an easy activity that uses inexpensive and easily available 
materials. 

Using a paper plate as the base, pupils can make their own Inuit masks 
using coloured card scraps. Why not visit our Arctic pin board on 
Pinterest to view images of Inuit masks to use as further inspiration: 
31TUhttp://www.pinterest.com/scclearning/arctic/U31T   

Conjurors’ masks made by P7 pupils from Kittybrewster 
Primary School 
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8. Tent pitching 

 
The Inuit in Davie’s time were nomadic. In the winter months they lived 
in igloos made of ice but in the summer months they lived in tents, called 
tupik, usually made of animal skins, such as seal: 

“The Eskimo are a wandering folk thus their dwellings must of necessity 
be capable of quick erection, demolition and easy transport. The tribe 
lives in tents in the summer, moving from one camp to another as the 
hunters decide. But winter quarters are more permanent and the snow 
built house – the igloo – takes the places of the sealskin tupuk on a 
more lasting foundation. The Eskimo tent is a wholly different affair from 
the Indian wigwam or lodge. It consists of a penthouse shaped 
framework of poles semi-circular at the back with overlapping stripes of 
curtains of dressed skin for the entrance in front. The whole thing carries 
a covering of skins firmly and beautifully stitched together. The back part 
of the tent, used as the family sleeping place, is covered with skins of 
the large grey seal with the hair left on in order to insure some darkness 
during the long, unbroken day of the arctic summer. The heavy hair also 
serves to throw off the rain in wet weather. But the front portion of the 
dwelling has a roofing of the inner membranes of the seal skins pared 
from the entire pelt when fresh and moist. These membranes are first 
stretched upon frames and dried prior to being sewn together, when they 
become almost transparent, so that there is plenty of light in the rest of 
the tent. They are so beautifully and so neatly stitched as to be 
practically waterproof.” 

 

Extract from Davie’s notebook on Inuit life, MS 3090/8    

 

 

22 
 



 

 

 

 
Activity: Pitch a tent in the playground of your school. You could link 
this to a maths lesson on angles and tension.  

  

Interior of a tupik or Inuit summer tent, showing 
the light seal membrane covering. Photograph from 
Davie’s scrapbook MS3090/9 

Sketch of an Inuit tupik or summer tent with a plan of 
the interior, from Davie’s notebook on Inuit life, 
MS3090/8 

       
      
      

      
      

      
 

       
      
      

      
      

      
 

P7 pupils from Kittybrewster Primary School, Aberdeen pitching a tent in their playground. 
Pupils used the tent as a storytelling space, to share stories they had written themselves.  
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9. Arctic Animals 

Davie wrote a brief description of “Beasts of the Arctic”, including the 
following list: 

“Bears of course abound. The female is the only arctic land creature 
which hibernates. Then there is the wolf, the white and blue fox, the 
ermine, the arctic hare & tailless shrew mouse or lemming, the musk ox, 
and – the most widely distributed of all – the caribou or reindeer.” 

Extract from Davie’s notebook on Inuit life, MS 3090/8    

 

Activity: Do some research to find out facts about the animals on 
Davie’s list. Some of the animals are now endangered, such as polar 
bears, which can lead to the topic of climate change and endangered 
species. 

Activity: Recycle pages of magazines to make collages of arctic 
animals.  
 

 

 

 

 

Arctic animal collages by P7 pupils from Kittybrewster Primary School 
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10. Other activity ideas  

These activity ideas are not directly linked with Davie’s archives; 
however they can be used to explore subjects related to the topics of 
whaling and world cultures (Inuit). 

 

Scrimshaw  
Whaling boats were often stuck in ice for months at a time during the 
winter and the whalers had to keep themselves amused. One way of 
doing this was scrimshaw, a craft which involved carving images into the 
bones, teeth or tusks of whales, narwhals or walruses. Knives or 
needles were used and ink was applied to the carving to make the 
picture stand out. You can find some examples of scrimshaw on the 
SCC arctic pin board on Pinterest: 
31TUhttp://www.pinterest.com/scclearning/arctic/U31T  

 
Activity: Make scrimshaw like the whalers by drawing or mono-printing 
onto whale bone shapes, or carving into soap. You could even create a 
whole whale skeleton as a class.  

 

 
 

 
  

 

  

Scrimshaw whale skeleton by Middleton Park 
Primary School P7 Aberdeen. Part of the Arts 
Across Learning Festival 2014 

Mono-printing scrimshaw onto paper 
whale bones – Ferryhill Primary School 
P7, Aberdeen. 
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Inuit Art 

Today print-making is one of the best-known types of Inuit art, yet Inuit 
people have only been making them for about 50 years. 

More traditional Inuit art forms include things like carving on ivory and 
bone. But in the 1960s, print-making was introduced to Inuit culture and 
since then it has become a famous style of Inuit art. 

 

Activity: Imitate the look of Inuit prints through drawing and collage with 
coloured card and tissue paper. This activity brings the exploration of 
Inuit culture into the modern day. 

Why not visit our Arctic pin board on Pinterest to view images of Inuit 
prints to use as inspiration: 31TUhttp://www.pinterest.com/scclearning/arctic/U31T  
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Snow goggles 

The Inuit traditionally wear snow goggles made from wood to protect 
their eyes from the glare of the light reflecting off snow and ice. 

  

 

 

 

Activity: Pupils can draw goggles on to card using a template and then 
decorate the goggles with tissue paper to imitate wood. Wool or string 
decorated with beads can be added as ties.  

  

Inuit snow goggles, from the University 
of Aberdeen Museums collection 

Snow goggles made from card 
and wool 
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Inuit charms  

Inuit hunters carved charms from bone and tusk to bring them luck. 
Interaction with Europeans resulted in a thriving trade in charms as 
souvenirs. 

Activity: Using quick-drying modelling clay pupils can make their own 
Inuit charms. 

    

 

 

  

Inuit reindeer and seal charms from the University of Aberdeen Museums collection; clay 
reindeer and seal charms made by SCC summer school participants 
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11. Useful links 

 

Special Collections Centre, University of Aberdeen 

SCC Learning blog: covers past school workshops and Family Fun events, several 
of which are related to the David Cardno Story Box. 
31TUhttp://specialcollectionslearning.wordpress.comU31T 

Archive Explorers blog: dedicated Story Box project blog, where you can find 
digitised images of the David Cardno collection as well as posts on the Kittybrewster 
Primary School Story Box project. 31TUhttp://archiveexplorers.wordpress.comU31T  

Pinterest: check out our inspirational pin board with Arctic-themed images collected 
from the internet. 31TUhttp://www.pinterest.com/scclearning/arctic/U31T  

 

University of Aberdeen Museums Service 

The University of Aberdeen holds extensive ethnographic collections relating to the 
Inuit peoples, as well as zoological collections. 31TUhttp://www.abdn.ac.uk/museums/U31T  

 

SCRAN 

Online database of images from museum and archive collections, available for use 
by schools. 31TUhttp://www.scran.ac.uk/U31T  

 

North East Folklore Archive (NEFA) 

A webpage within the NEFA website dedicated to David Cardno. 

31TUhttp://www.nefa.net/archive/peopleandlife/sea/tale.htmU31T 

 

Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Archives 

For further local history records, including censuses, valuation rolls etc. 

31TUhttp://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/education_learning/local_history/archives/U31T 
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12. Glossary 

 

Aft   towards or at the back part of a ship 

Benevolent kind-hearted and well-meaning 

Conjuror  shaman, or person who has access to the spirit world 

Cooper  someone who makes casks or barrels 

Crow’s nest a small lookout platform that is attached to the mast 

Deity   a god or goddess 

Eskimo word formerly used for Inuit, not generally accepted 
now 

Ensign  a national flag displayed on a ship 

Figurehead a carved figure attached to the prow of the ship  

Fleet a group of ships sailing together with a common 
purpose 

Forehatch  a door/opening on the deck, usually behind the  
   foremast 

Galley  the kitchen on board a ship 

Got the play was given the day off 

Grotesque  very ugly, sometimes in a funny way 

Hideous  very ugly 

Implement  a tool 

Intercede  to ask for something on behalf of someone else 

Intrepid  fearless, adventurous 

Inuit   people who are native to the Arctic. It means “the  
   people”. 

Malevolent wishing to do evil towards others 
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Mate   a rank of sailor on board ship, below the captain. 

Messmate  a person with whom you share meals on board ship 

Moored  ship is attached to something secure and won’t move 
   away 

Moorings  means by which the ship is moored, usually ropes or 
   cables 

Oakum  loose fibre from untwisted ropes, used to stop up holes 

Pilot   harbour guide who leads ships in and out of port 

Quarters  living space provided on board ship 

Shilling  a former British coin equal to twelve pence 

Skipper  another word for the captain of a boat 

Tempestuous very stormy 

Truant  a pupil who is absent from school without permission 

Tug   a small boat used to pull larger ships, especially in  
   harbour 

Tweendecks the space between decks in a ship  
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