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Dutch book of hours 

MS 274 
Early 15th-century example of a book of hours, a devotional volume 

used by wealthy lay people in later Middle Ages.  May have belonged 

to a Dutch noblewoman and includes, like others of its type, a 

calendar of saints’ days, psalms, prayers and Office for the Dead. 

Given to King’s College by the bibliophile and college benefactor, 

James Fraser (fl. 1680-1730). 

 

  

Aristotle. Politica. 15th century 

MS 254 

This standard text of Aristotle was translated from the Greek by 

Leonardo Arretino (d. 1444), papal secretary and later Chancellor of 

Florence. The scribe was Johannes Andreae from Cologne. The text is 

a roman script with illuminated initials in an elaborate Florentine 

Renaissance style. This particular work much admired by Samuel 

Johnson when he visited the library in 1773.  

  

Aristotle.  Nicomachean ethics. Strassburg: Johann 

Mentelin, before 10 Apr. 1469 

Inc 4 
This is one of the earliest printed works of Aristotle and is from the 

University’s incunabula collection. It is another humanist translation by 

Leonardo Arretino. The book contains hand-produced coloured and 

illuminated initials, possibly by Mentelin himself who was originally a 

scribe. It is a fine example of early printing, showing the transition from 

manuscript books to print. 
 

  

Alban Thorer.  De re medica.  Basel: Cratander, 1528. 

pi f6107 Alb 
One of the most notable features of this work are the elaborate 

metalcut borders by the engraver Jakob Faber designed by Hans 

Holbein the Younger.  These depict wonderfully lively rustic scenes of a 

drunken bacchanal, dancing and a chase after a fox who has stolen 

a goose. 
 

  

Leonhart Fuchs De historia stirpium commentarii insignes. 

Basel: Isingrin, 1542. 

pi f58 Fuc 
This huge compendium of medicinal plants was intended primarily for 

the use of physicians.  The images are very clear and precise to aid 

ease of identification. This copy of Fuch’s Historia was bought in the 

1960s from the Library of the naturalist, Sir D’Arcy Thompson. The first 

owner was a  botanist and scholar, Dr. Gabriel Hummelberger of Isny 

in Württemberg, who purchased the book in 1542.  
 

  

Andreas Vesalius. De Humani Corporis Fabrica. Basel: 

Oporinus, 1543 

pi f611 Ves 1  
The Flemish physcian Andreas Vesalius (c.1514-1564) was just 28 when 

he produced the Fabrica. The book was published in Basel in 1543, 

with detailed engravings by artists from the workshop of Titian. 

Vesalius, who taught at the University of Padua, insisted upon 

educating by practical dissection which was revolutionary and 

controversial at the time.   



  

Tapestry Bible. The Bible, that is, the holy Scriptures… 

Amsterdam : Crafoorth, 1633. 

pi 22:42 633 1 

A copy of the Geneva bible in an exceptional tapestry binding. The 

bible has a false title-page claiming to be published in London in 1599 

but in fact printed in Amsterdam in 1633 and then imported, illegally. 

Bound with the bible is an edition of the psalms, published in Edinburgh 

in 1632 by Janet Kene, the widow of Andro Hart, who had been one 

of Scotland’s most successful publishers and also importer of books.  
 

  

Robert Hooke.  Micrographia, or some physiological 

descriptions of minute bodies made by magnifying glasses 

with observations and inquiries thereupon. London:  Martyn 

and Allestry, 1665 

SB 578 Hoo 1 
Robert Hooke was a mapmaking pioneer, architect, astronomer, 

biologist, and ingenious experimenter. He was a founding member 

and ‘curator of experiments’ at the Royal Society. Micrographia was 

the first important work on microscopy. Published in 1664, the book 

contains beautiful illustrations of some of the specimens Hooke viewed 

under the microscopes that he designed.  

 

  

James Playfair: Plans of Cairness House: Plan of library. 

c.1791 

MS 1160/28/6/10-16 
James Playfair’s designs for Cairness House are from the estate archive 

of  Gordon of Buthlaw and Cairness. The house, at Lonmay near 

Fraserburgh was re-designed in a neo-classical style in 1791-1797 for 

Charles Gordon using monies from his Jamaican plantations. The 

building fell into disrepair after WW2 but has been restored over the 

last three decades, using these original designs.  

  

Regenfuss, Franz Michael. Auserlesene Schnecken, 

Muscheln und andre Schaalthiere. Kopenhagen: Godiche, 

1758. 

SB ff594 Reg 
Regenfuss was engraver to the kings of Denmark-Norway from 1754 

until his death. This famous Royal Folio edition of Selected gastropods, 

bivalves and other shellfish was the largest format work on shells ever 

produced, each engraving hand-coloured by Regenfuss’ wife. The 

1758 publication was an immediate success that appealed equally to 

collectors of art and to 18th-century conchologists working to identify 

and classify types and species. 

 

  

J. J. R. Macleod: Nobel Prize Diploma 

MS 1041 
John James Rickard MacLeod, physiologist and biochemist was 

awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine  in 1923 along with  Frederick 

Banting for work on the discovery of insulin. The diplomas at that time 

were individually designed, with the  various prize committees 

deciding the artistic design based on their own wishes and resources. 

 

  



John Wood. Town atlas of Scotland. Edinburgh: Wood, 1828  

Lib R ff912(41) Woo  

Little is known about the life of John Wood, a surveyor who produced 

at least 50 maps of Scottish towns during his lifetime. This town atlas 

contains 48 of these maps published in 1828. For many smaller Scottish 

towns, these are the earliest plans that were created and, in addition 

to showing the town at a large scale, they often also name land and 

property owners. 

The library was gifted this book by the Friends of Aberdeen University 

Library in 1963. 

 

 

  

John Gould   A monograph of the Trochilida, or family of 

hummingbirds. London: Gould, 1863 

SB ff5988(94) Gou   

Of the ten sets of folio books with full page lithographs that Gould 

published during his career, Aberdeen University has seven, five 

having hand-coloured lithographic plates.  The folios are rare as the 

print runs were limited to between two to three hundred copies.  Whilst 

valued for the exquisite plates, the books testify to the Victorian 

passion for natural history and  for collection, classification and 

‘naming’ – in this case the fauna of the New World.  The books are 

catalogues, intended as scientific reference works. 

 

  

William Morris. The Well at the World’s End. Kelmscott Press, 

1896 

LibR 094 
One of the 53 books produced by the Kemscott Press which was 

established by William Morris in 1891. All aspects of the craft of book 

production were undertaken by Morris:  paper, type, decoration, and 

binding. The narrative, written by Morris, was to influence a number of 

fantasy and folklore writers. The illustrations were after designs by the 

pre-Raphaelite artist, Edward Burne-Jones. 

  

  

Jones, Owen: The Grammar of Ornament. London: 

Quaritch, 1868  

LibR f745 Jon g 
Owen Jones (1809–1874) was one of the most influential design 

theorists of his time. The Grammar of ornament was intended as a 

reference tool for designers, containing examples of design from 

cultures through the ages, using the science of colour and theories of 

geometric design. The illustrations were produced by 

chromolithography. 
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