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Andreas Vesalius 
De humani corporis fabrica 

(Basel: Johan Oporin, 1543) 
The Flemish physcian Andreas Vesalius was just 28 
when he produced the Fabrica. This book marks the 
beginning of modern anatomy  with detailed 
engravings by artists said to be from the workshop of 
Titian. Vesalius, who taught at the University of 
Padua, insisted upon educating by practical dissection 
which was revolutionary and controversial at the 
time. 
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Andreas Vesalius 
The fabric of the human body : an annotated 
translation of the 1543 and 1555 editions of 
"De humani corporis fabrica libri septem" 

(Basel : Karger, 2014) 
Facsmile edition of the Fabrica in English with digital 
scans of the woodcuts and added commentaries. 
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Ambroise Paré 
Oeuvres d'Ambroise Paré 

(Paris : Gabriel Buon, 1579) 
Ambroise Paré was a French barber-surgeon who 
gained much of his medical expertise treating victims 
of war. Subsequently, he revolutionised the 
treatment of soldiers on the battlefield. This book not 
only contains his writings on anatomy and surgery but 
also on natural and bizarre wonders of nature. 
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Carlo Ruini 
Anatomia del cavallo, infermita et svoii rimedii 
(Venice : Gasparo Bindoni, 1602) 
Carlo Ruini was a wealthy collector of horses who 
produced one of the first books of vetinary anatomy. 
There is no documentation that he received training 
as a surgeon or anatomist, or even in art. The 
engravings are very similar in style to the earlier 
Fabrica by Vesalius.  
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Joannes de Ketham 
Fasciculus medicinae 

(Venice : Giovanni and Gregori Gregorio, 1500) 
This was the first illustrated medical work to be 
produced in print form.  This is the third edition and is 
made up of four separate medical treatises. It is 
illustrated with 10 woodcuts which have been 
attributed to the school of the Renaissance painter, 
Gentile Bellini.  
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Johann Remmelin  
Catoptrum microcosmicum 

(Augsburg: David Franck, 1619) 
Johann Remmelin’s anatomy book was the first to use 
a series of flaps to show the different anatomical 
layers of the human body. The plates were loosely 
based on Vesalius’ engravings but designed by 
Remmelin and engraved by Lukas Kilian, from 
Augsburg. The flaps were cut out and pasted over 
each other. The flaps are understandably fragile and 
so different layers are shown with digitized images.  
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