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Andreas Vesalius 
De humani corporis fabrica Basel: Johan Oporin, 

1543 
The Flemish physcian Andreas Vesalius was just 28 

when he produced the Fabrica. This book marks the 

beginning of modern anatomy with detailed 

engravings by artists said to be from the workshop of 

Titian. Vesalius, who taught at the University of Padua, 

insisted upon educating by practical dissection which 

was revolutionary and controversial at the time 
pi f611 Ves 1 

 

 

Al-Zahrāwī. Liber theoricae… Augsburg: 

Grimm and Wirsung, 1519 and Alban Thorer.  

De re medica.  Basel: Cratander, 1528 
Amongst the notable features of this book are the 

elaborate metalcut borders by the engraver Jakob 

Faber designed by Hans Holbein the Younger.  These 

depict wonderfully lively rustic scenes of a drunken 

bacchanal, dancing and a chase after a fox who has 

stolen a goose. 
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Franz Michael Regenfuss. Auserlesene 

Schnecken, Muscheln und andre 

Schaalthiere. Kopenhagen: Godiche, 1758 
 
Regenfuss was engraver to the kings of Denmark-

Norway from 1754 until his death. This famous Royal 

Folio edition of Selected gastropods, bivalves and 

other shellfish was the largest format work on shells 

ever produced, each engraving hand-coloured by 

Regenfuss’ wife. The publication was an immediate 

success and appealed equally to collectors of art and 

to 18th-century conchologists working to identify and 

classify types and species. 
SB ff594 Reg 
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