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1. Wonders of nature 
MS 183 
Undated Persian manuscript, produced in India. Originally written in 
Arabic by Abu Yahya Zakariya' ibn Muhammad al-Qazwini (c.1203-
83), the title translates as ‘Marvels of Creatures and Strange Things 
Existing’. It is an account, in two parts, of, respectively, the heavens 
and the earth. Given to Marischal College by an alumnus, William 
Lushington. 

 

  

2. Qur’an originally belonging to Tipu Sultan 
MS 2924 
Sultan Fateh Ali Tipu (c. 1750-1799), also known as Tipu Sultan and 
'the Tiger of Mysore' was the Muslim ruler of the largely Hindu 
kingdom of Mysore in southern India during the late eighteenth 
century. This Qur’an was gifted to King’s College by Matthew 
Lumsden, an oriental scholar. Born in Cushnie, Aberdeenshire, he 
was educated at King's College and became a professor of Arabic at 
the college of Fort William in India. In 1814 he was put in charge of 
the East India Company's press at Calcutta. 

 

  

3. Two Arabic manuscripts in lacquer bindings: Dīvān-i Hāfiz 
and Qur’an. 
MS 179 and MS 180  
Probably dating from the late 18th Century, these bindings beautiful 
Persian lacquer bindings feature elaborate floral designs, animals and 
birds. The covers are pasteboard layered with gesso, varnish and 
paint. The final varnish coat is sometimes inlaid with gold leaf. The 
final binding is polished to a fine sheen.   

 

  

4. Vittorio Scialac. Liber Psalmorum Davidis Regis, et 
prophetae. Ex Arabico idiomate in Latinum translatus. (Rome: 
Stephanus Paulinus, 1614.) 
pi 2232:4927 Vic 
This printed Arabic Psalmody is from the library of Paul Petau (1568-
1614), Conseiller au Parlement de Paris, classical scholar and an avid 
bibliophile.  On his death, his library passed to his son Alexandre.  
The library was distributed throughout Europe when the main part of 
the collection was auctioned in 1722.  This example is bound in dark 
red goatskin with the arms of the Petau family stamped in gold and 
the motto ‘Non est mortale quod opto’ and in the compartments of 
the spine is the monogram AL.PET.  

 

  

  

  



5. Dutch book of hours 
MS 274 
Early 15th-century example of a book of hours, a devotional volume 
used by wealthy laypeople in later Middle Ages.  May have belonged 
to a Dutch noblewoman and includes, like others of its type, a 
calendar of saints’ days, psalms, prayers and Office for the Dead. 
Given to King’s College by James Fraser (fl. 1680-1730). 

 

  

6. Gisbert de Buscoducis: Lectures on Aristotle 
MS 109 
Handwritten lecture notes and drawings of George Licton who 
studied in Louvain in 1467. Aristotle's 'Physics' formed part of the 
first year Arts course at King's College, Aberdeen. Includes delightful 
illustrations: one shows a master reading from The Physics of 
Aristotle, another shows a student in a red gown, another shows a 
master delivering a lecture to his class. 

 

  

7. Nicolaus Copernicus De revolutionibus orbium caelestium 
(Basel: Heinrich Petri, 1566) 
pi f521 Cop 2² 
This copy of De revolutionibus is famous because it contains a complete 
manuscript copy of an earlier work by Copernicus; the Commentariolus 
or, ‘Little Commentary,’ an earlier version of the Copernican 
heliocentric theory. Only three copies of this manuscript are known 
to survive today, the original by Copernicus being lost.  This copy is 
in the hand of Duncan Liddel (1561-1613), who gave it in his bequest 
to Marischal College. 

 

  

8. Letter of protection from Mary, Queen of Scots  
KINGS/4/4/1 
Letter dated November 1562 from Mary, Queen of Scots to the staff 
and students of King’s College. King’s did not escape the ravages of 
the Protestant Reformation and its aftermath and was often the target 
of competing mobs. This led to assistance being sought and obtained 
from Mary, whose letter puts the College under her ‘special 
protection … and safe guard.’  
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