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Preclarissimus liber elementorum Euclidis …  
[Venice]:  Erhardus Ratdolt. [25 May 1482] 
Inc 86 
This is the first printed edition of the Elements. It was 
printed in 1482 in Venice by Erhard Ratdolt (1442-1528).  
Like all the great early printers, Ratdolt was an extremely 
well educated and talented man. He designed the 
typeface, proofed and laid the type for printing and cut 
the ornamental woodcut letters and delicate strap work 
borders. He is credited with being the first to use more 
than one colour when printing and, for the Elements, the 
use of mathematical diagrams alongside the print.  

 

  

Euclidis Megarensis geometricorum eleme[n]torum libri 
XV.  
Parisiis: Henri Stephani, [1516]  
pi f5131 Euc 1 
This French edition was the first to be published outside 
of Italy. It was printed by Henri Estienne (1470-1520) a 
scholar-printer and founder of one of the pre-eminent 
Renaissance printing houses of Europe.  
The title page is covered with the annotations by previous 
owners: a succession of important European 
mathematicians.  

 
  

The Elements of geometrie of the most auncient 
philosopher Euclide of Megara. 
London: Iohn Daye, [1570]. 
pi f5131 Euc 4² 
This was the first edition of the Elements to be printed in 
English and was a collaboration between the merchant Sir 
Henry Billingsley (d. 1606) and the printer John Daye 
(1521/2–1584). With its beautiful title page, numerous 
diagrams and clear English, the work became a best seller. 
It also contain one of the first recorded use of ‘pop-up’ 
figures in British printing where 3D paper models 
individually glued into each page helped describe the 
chapter on solid geometry.   
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