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Doors Open Day display, 7th September 2019: Maps and plans for Aberdeen  

 

1. Plan of intended navigable canal from harbour of Aberdeen to bridge over River Don at 

Inverurie (Inverury) [Aberdeenshire Canal]. Engineer: [John Rennie]. Engraver: J. Cary, 

London. 1796.  

MS 3175/RHP/31446 

This plan from the Duff House Papers shows the intended route of the short-lived 

Aberdeenshire Canal which ran from Aberdeen Harbour to Port Elphinstone. 

The canal was financed by share and subscription with many of the major local landowners, 

such as James Duff, 2nd Earl of Fife but never made a profit. The canal was sold to the Great 

North of Scotland Railway Company who used much of the canal route for track bed. 

 

2. Map of Aberdeen City. WARD 2: St Nicholas (501-750) 

MS 3860/545/1 

Surveyed in 1866, engraved in 1870, and printed in 1871, this plan from the F.A. Macdonald 

and partners collection shows the Union Street, Upperkirkgate, Broad Street and Castle 

Street areas of the city.  A social as well as topographical survey, the 1:500 scale allowed 

details such as alley ways and lampposts to be shown, church congregations enumerated, 

and interior plans of buildings to be included.  

 

3. Feuing plan of part of the Estate of Ruthrieston, in the vicinity of Aberdeen. 1875. Plan and 3-

D sketch of area of the south end of Holburn Street, south of the railway and west of the 

Dee.    

MS 3860/2758  

The plan includes many interesting features such as Salmon huts, a tollhouse and an earlier 

railway bridge over Holburn Street.  The plan was produced by James Forbes Beattie & Son 

and lithographed by Gibb and Sons, Aberdeen.    

 

4. Plan no.2 of the proposed Duthie park.  1881.  Colour version includes feu plan for Polmuir 

area.  

MS 3860/2758 

This beautifully coloured plan demonstrates the proposed plan for Duthie Park designed by 

Wm. McKelvie, which was gifted to Aberdeen City Council by Miss Elizabeth Duthie of 

Ruthrieston in memory of her brother and uncle.  The park was opened to the public in 1883 

and many historic features were restored in the renovation completed in 2013.   
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5. John Wood.  Descriptive account of the principal towns in Scotland (Edinburgh, 1828)  

 

Lib R ff912(41) Woo 

Little is known about the life of John Wood, a surveyor who produced at least 50 maps of 

Scottish towns during his lifetime. This town atlas was published in 1828 and contains 48 of 

these maps. For many smaller Scottish towns, these are the earliest plans that were created 

and, in addition to showing the town at a large scale, they often also name land and property 

owners. The library was gifted this book by the Friends of Aberdeen University Library in 

1963. 

 

6. Willem Janszoon Blaeu.   Theatrum orbis terrarum.   (Amsterdami : apud Iohannum Guiljelmi 

F. Blaeu, 1644-45.) 

 

SB ff912(00) Bla 

The Blaeu maps of Scotland can be considered as the first atlas of Scotland. The maps were 

published as volume five of Joan Blaeu's 1654 Atlas novus making Scotland one of the best-

mapped countries in the world at that time.  Most of the maps were based on Timothy Pont’s 

survey, embellished and expanded upon by Robert Gordon of Straloch who owned this set, a 

personal gift from Blaeu. The fifth volume contains a printed dedication to Oliver Cromwell, 

Lord Protector of the then Commonwealth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


